According to John Pesek, former head of the ISU agronomy department and distinguished professor emeritus, "Havlovic was tapped for the far more complicated task of organization and operation of the three-farm southwest Iowa research farms complex. Because they are spatially as well as technologically separated, they have required superior organizational and management skills to achieve complete harmony, effectiveness, and efficiency."
Opening a new research farm on a limited budget is challenging. The conversion of farmland to research plots is a complex task. Soils must be carefully mapped on a grid basis. Water movement must be considered, field drainage tiles installed, and waterways established. Fields, sub-fields, and plots must be laid out. Bernie achieved all of this in the era before GPS, so it was done with steel measuring tapes, stakes, benchmarks, and transits. Field days were exceptional at the farms he led. It is estimated that over his career, he hosted more than 75,000 people at about 700 events and supervised more than 1,500 projects.
Engaging with people and the communications aspects of a research farm also was a strong suit of Bernie's. According to Garren Benson, former extension agronomist (now deceased), "Bernie is one of those rare people who combines exceptional technical and people skills. An outstanding representative for Iowa State University with the public. He relates well with people in both group and one-on-one situations." Each of the farms were owned by regional associations of farmers and agribusinesses that provide advice to the farm and Bernie was their first contact.
In Bernie's own words: "My favorite part (of being a research farm superintendent) is meeting people, visiting with them and hopefully answering their questions. It's all about touching people's lives. This job affords you the chance to touch people."
Bernie received the ISU Superior Service Award in 1996. In 2011, he received the Spencer Award for Sustainable Agriculture from ISU's Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, which recognizes those who have made significant contributions to the environmental and economic stability of the Iowa farming community.
